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THE  STORY  OF  PEACE  CHURCH 


Presbyterian  ism  had  an  early  beginning  in  Cumberland  County,  with  the  first  Scottish 
settlers  immigrating  to  the  Cape  Fear  Valley  saveral  decades  before  the  American  Revo- 
lution. There  are  some  members  of  Peace  Church*  who  traca  their  heritage  to  these  noble 
pioneers,  but  many  others  from  across  the  land  have  joined  our  ranks  and  have  made  a 
unique  and  invaulable  contribution  to  the  growth  and  progress  of  our  church. 

It  was  in  response  to  the  rapid  growth  of  the  city  in  the  Raleigh  Road  area  that  this 
congregation  was  brought  into  being.  Under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  J.  F.  Menius,  new 
work  was  begun  in  this  community,  and  a  sanctuary  was  built  on  a  site  near  the  Veterans 
Administration  Hospital  just  east  of  the  Raleigh  Road.  A  congregation  of  68  charter  mem- 
bers formed  the  Circle  Court  Presbyterian  Church,  and  gathered  for  their  first  service  of 
worship  on  July  21.  1946.  Additional  classroom  space  was  added  in  1948. 

As  the  church  continued  to  grow,  it  became  apparent  that  more  space  would  be 
needed  and  that  further  expansion  on  the  existing  site  was  not  feasible.  On  October  27, 
1957,  an  important  decision  was  made  to  relocate  and  build  a  more  adequate  and  inspiring 
House  of  the  Lord.  This  decision  led  to  the  discovery  and  purchase  of  "the  most  desirable 
church  site  in  Fayetteville."  Fayetteville  Presbytery  provided  a  grant  of  $20,000  toward 
the  purchase  of  a  nine  acre  tract  of  land  adjacent  to  the  Raleigh  Road. 

A  nationally  prominent  architect,  Harold  Wagoner  of  Philadelphia,  in  consultation 
with  Mason  Hicks  of  Fayetteville,  was  chosen  to  design  the  building.  The  contemporary 
form  of  the  resulting  structure  was  selected,  not  only  for  its  functional  and  esthetic  qual- 
ities, but  as  a  vehicle  for  communicating  clearly  and  forthrightly  the  faith  of  our  church 
in  a  modern  age.  The  existing  structure  contains  a  chapel,  fellowship  hall,  kitchen,  offices, 
and  classroom  space. 

On  August  4,  1963,  the  first  service  was  held  in  the  new  church,  and  on  that  day  the 
Circle  Court  Church  had  a  new  beginning  as  Peace  Church. 

As  the  membership  of  our  church  approaches  the  400  mark,  our  people  look  forward 
to  the  completion  of  other  phases  of  the  master  plan  to  serve  our  expanding  program.  A 
larger  sanctuary,  recreation  and  fellowship  hall,  and  additional  classrooms  are  projected 
for  the  future. 

All  through  the  years  Peace  Church  has  maintained  a  loyal  and  supportive  posture 
in  regard  to  the  program  and  objectives  of  our  denomination.  We  take  pride  in  cultivating 
a  climate  of  openness  and  acceptance,  in  which  each  member  is  valued  as  a  person.  We 
encourage  a  high  level  of  involvement  for  all  members,  and  seek  to  provide  appropriate 
opportunities  for  each  member  to  make  a  unique  and  positive  contribution. 

We  are  concerned  not  only  with  nurturing  the  faith  of  our  own  people  and  strength- 
ening our  fellowship  together,  but  also  with  the  essential  task  of  ministering  to  human 
needs  and  making  a  faithful  witness  to  the  gospel  message  in  all  areas  of  life.  As  we 
engage  in  this  common  task,  we  believe  it  is  important  for  us  to  evaluate  our  efforts,  to 
learn  from  others,  and  to  be  innovative  and  experimental  in  order  to  discover  the  most 
effective  means  for  fulfilling  our  mission  as  God's  people. 
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THE  PRESBYTERIAN  HERITAGE 


Two  major  Reformation  movements  developed  on  the  continent  of  Europe  during 
the  sixteenth  century.  One  of  these,  under  the  leadership  of  Martin  Luther,  gave  rise  to  the 
Lutheran  churches  in  Germany  and  Scandinavia.  The  other,  under  the  leadership  of  Ulrich 
Zwingli  and  then  John  Calvin,  gave  rise  to  the  Reformed  Churches  of  Switzerland,  France, 
the  Netherlands,  Germany,  Hungary,  and  the  British  Isles.  Members  of  the  Reformed 
Churches  immigrating  to  the  American  colonies,  primarily  from  the  British  Isles,  France, 
and  the  Netherlands,  generally  took  the  name  "Presbyterian,"  which  identifies  the  form 
of  church  government  characteristic  of  the  Reformed  Faith.  The  Reformed  family  of 
churches  is  the  largest  and  most  international  of  all  Protestant  bodies  in  the  world. 

Born  in  France  and  educated  in  the  leading  universities  of  that  country,  John 
Calvin  spent  most  of  his  life  in  Switzerland,  and  through  his  extensive  writings  became 
the  most  persuasive  and  influential  theologian  of  the  Reformation.  His  INSTITUTES  OF 
THE  CHRISTIAN  RELIGION  was  published  in  nine  different  languages  before  1630,  and 
is  regarded  by  historians  as  one  of  the  most  significant  literary  documents  of  western 
civilization  and  the  definitive  work  of  evangelical  theology. 

Calvinism  is  credited  with  shaping  many  of  our  social  and  political  institutions  in 
the  western  world.  The  principles  for  which  Calvin  and  his  colleagues  stood  gave  consid- 
erable impetus  to  the  advance  of  capitalism  and  the  democratic  form  of  government.  It 
was  largely  through  the  influence  of  Calvin's  spiritual  descendants  that  the  basis  of 
American  democracy  was  laid  and  American  freedom  was  won.  Calvin  placed  great  em- 
phasis on  education,  and  Presbyterians  in  this  country  were  pioneers  in  establishing  free 
public  schools  and  institutions  of  higher  learning.  Calvin  believed  that  the  church  must  be 
interested  in  the  total  life  of  the  community,  and  he  established  an  enduring  tradition 
in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  which  seeks  to  mold  the  corporate  life  of  the  community  and 
state  in  accordance  with  the  ethical  principles  of  the  Christian  faith. 

A  contemporary  historian,  John  MacKay,  comments  upon  some  characteristic  ele- 
ments of  the  Presbyterian  heritage:  "Deep  in  the  heart  of  Calvinism  and  in  Presbyterianism 
in  its  truest  and  most  classical  form,  resides  a  profound  piety,  that  is,  a  personal 
experience  of  God  linked  to  a  passionate  devotion  to  God.  Piety  thus  understood  provides 
light  and  direction  for  all  Christian  and  humanistic  learning  .  .  .  Presbyterianism,  more 
perhaps  than  any  other  Protestant  confession,  has  emphasized  the  importance  of  loving 
God  with  the  mind.  The  Reformed  tradition  to  which  Presbyterianism  belongs  has  mani- 
fested throughout  its  history  a  passion  for  objectivity,  a  striving  to  grasp  and  to  express 
in  intellectual  terms  the  meaning  and  implications  of  its  faith.  A  passionate  concern 
about  Truth  has  been  and  continues  to  be  a  characteristic  aspect  of  the  Presbyterian  Way."* 

Major  Presbyterian  bodies  in  this  country  include  the  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
U.S.A.  and  the  Presbyterian  Church,  U.S.  These  sister  churches  have  remained  separate 
denominations  since  the  War  Between  the  States,  but  maintain  cordial  relations  and  work 
together  in  many  cooperative  ventures.  Negotiations  are  presently  under  way  which  could 
lead  to  a  merger  of  these  two  churches  before  the  end  of  this  decade.  Peace  Church 
belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  Church,  U.S.,  a  denomination  of  just  under  one  million  mem- 
bers, concentrated  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  United  States. 
tJohn  A.  MacKay,  The  Presbyterian  Way  of  Life,  p.  37,  Prentice-Hall,  Inc.,  1960. 


THE  PRESBYTERIAN  FAITH 


Presbyterians  belong  to  a  confessional  church,  in  which  a  common  faith  is  expressed 
in  a  variety  of  creeds  and  theological  statements.  The  most  ancient  and  universal  of  these 
creeds  are  the  Apostles  Creed,  originating  in  the  second  century,  and  the  Nicene  Creed, 
formulated  in  325  A.D.  More  than  sixty  creeds  and  confessions  have  been  adopted  by 
various  branches  of  the  Reformed  Church  since  the  sixteenth  century. 

The  confessional  statement  which  forms  the  constitutional  basis  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  U.S.,  and  other  Presbyterian  Churches  in  the  English  speaking  world,  is  the  West- 
minster Confession  of  Faith,  and  the  Larger  and  Shorter  Catechisms,  which  form  an 
appendix  to  this  document.  These  standards  were  created  by  an  assembly  of  theologians 
appointed  by  the  English  Parliament  in  1643.  They  were  enthusiastically  embraced  by  the 
Church  of  Scotland,  and  later  became  the  confessional  basis  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
on  the  American  continent. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  U.S.,  is  authorized  to  formulate 
other  confessional  statements,  and  since  1969  has  been  engaged  in  the  process  of  develop- 
ing a  contemporary  expression  of  the  Christian  Faith  which  is  more  simple,  direct,  and 
comprehensible  to  ordinary  church  members. 

Presbyterianism  affirms  the  classical  doctrines  of  evangelical  Protestantism:  the 
Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ  over  the  Church,  justification  by  faith,  the  inspiration  and  au- 
thority of  Holy  Scripture,  the  priesthood  of  all  believers,  and  the  call  to  responsible 
involvement  in  the  social,  economic,  and  political  processes  of  our  society.  The  sov- 
ereignty of  God  in  human  history  and  in  the  experience  of  salvation  has  been  a  particular 
emphasis  of  Presbyteranism.  This  doctrine  provides  the  assurance  that  God  is  working 
out  his  purposes  in  history  and  in  the  lives  of  his  chosen  people,  and  that  his  purpose 
is  loving  and  just. 

The  Sacraments  of  the  Lord's  Supper  and  Baptism  are  observed  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  is  regarded  as  a  memorial  of  the  sacrifice 
of  Christ  for  the  sins  of  humankind,  a  means  of  grace  to  those  who  believe  him,  and  a 
bond  and  pledge  of  their  union  with  him,  and  with  each  other  as  members  of  his  mystical 
body.  The  children  of  believers  are  regarded  as  members  of  the  family  of  God's  people,  and 
receive  the  Sacrament  of  Baptism  during  infancy  to  acknowledge  that  they  are  heirs  of 
the  covenant  of  grace.  When  children  reach  the  age  of  accountability,  they  are  given  the 
opportunity  to  make  a  public  profession  of  faith  and  enter  fully  into  the  privileges  and 
responsibilities  of  church  membership.  Water  is  regarded  as  a  symbol  of  cleansing  and 
is  administered  during  Baptism  by  sprinkling. 

Ministers,  Elders,  and  Deacons  are  required  to  subscribe  to  the  fundamentals  of  the 
system  of  doctrine  set  forth  in  the  Confession  of  Faith.  Other  members  of  the  church  are 
required  only  to  profess  their  faith  in  Jesus  Churist  as  the  Son  of  God,  and  as  their  per- 
sonal Lord  and  Savior. 

Presbyterians  acknowledge  that  the  true  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  transcends  demoni- 
national  and  geographical  boundaries,  and  therefore  recognize  the  ministry,  Sacraments, 
and  membership  of  all  churches  which,  according  to  the  Bible,  confess  Jesus  Christ  as 
Lord  and  Savior.  In  order  to  advance  the  cause  of  Christian  unity  and  further  the  work  of 
God's  Kingdom,  Presbyterians  have  always  assumed  an  active  role  in  a  number  of  ecumeni- 
cal councils  and  agencies  on  the  national  and  international  levels. 


THE  PRESBYTERIAN  FORM  OF  CHURCH  ORDER 


The  constitutional  standards  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  affirm  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
the  Mediator,  the  sole  Priest,  Prophet,  King,  Savior,  and  Head  of  the  Church,  and  that  he 
rules  and  teaches  the  Church  through  his  Spirit  and  Word,  by  the  ministry  of  those  whom 
he  calls  to  office.  The  officers  of  the  church,  by  whom  all  its  powers  are  administered,  are 
ministers  of  the  Word,  ruling  elders  and  deacons.  Ministers  and  elders  are  called  "Pres- 
byters," from  the  Greek  word  which  identifies  the  spiritual  overseers  of  the  New  Testament 
Church.  The  people  of  God  in  the  Old  Testament  period  were  also  governed  by  elders  or 
presbyters.  The  office  of  deacon  originated  in  the  New  Testament  Church,  when  the  respon- 
sibilities of  elders  increased  to  the  point  that  some  special  ministries  were  relegated  to 
other  members  of  the  church.  Calling  to  office  in  the  church  is  regarded  as  the  act  of  God 
by  his  Holy  Spirit.  Both  men  and  women  are  eligible  to  serve  as  officers  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

The  Presbyterian  form  of  church  government  is  representative,  and  is  organized  into 
a  series  of  courts  or  assemblies,  in  which  ministers  and  elders  share  the  responsibilities 
and  powers  entrusted  to  them.  The  Congregation  is  governed  by  the  Session,  which  is 
composed  of  the  minister  and  ruling  elders.  The  Presbytery  consists  of  all  the  ministers 
and  churches  with  a  certain  district.  The  Synod  consists  of  all  ministers  and  churches  in 
a  district  comprising  at  least  three  Presbyteries.  The  General  Assembly  is  the  highest 
court  of  the  church  and  represents  in  one  body  all  the  churches  of  the  denomination.  At 
the  Presbytery,  Synod,  and  General  Assembly  levels,  the  composition  of  each  court  pro- 
vides for  equitable  participation  of  ministers  and  ruling  elders.  Although  each  court 
exercises  exclusive  original  jurisdiction  over  all  matters  specially  belonging  to  it,  the 
lower  courts  are  subject  to  the  review  and  control  of  the  higher  courts.  The  General 
Assembly  has  final  authority  in  matters  of  doctrine,  government,  and  policy,  aitoi  carries 
on  the  work  of  the  denomination  through  boards  and  agencies. 

Ministers  are  ordained  to  office  by  a  Presbytery,  after  completing  specified  educa- 
tional requirements  and  meeting  other  personal  qualifications.  They  are  called  to  serve 
as  pastors  by  the  local  congregation,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Presbytery  to  which 
the  church  belongs.  The  privilege  of  celebrating  the  Sacraments  is  reserved  for  those 
ordained  to  this  office. 

Ruling  elders  are  elected  by  the  congregation  and  ordained  to  office  by  the  Session. 
As  members  of  the  Session  they  are  responsible  for  the  total  program  of  the  local  church 
and  the  spiritual  care  of  its  members.  Members  of  the  Session  may  be  appointed  to 
represent  their  church  in  the  higher  courts.  The  Session  carries  on  the  work  of  the  church 
through  five  committees  which  are  chaired  by  ruling  elders  and  include  representatives 
from  the  Board  of  Deacons,  the  Men  of  the  Church,  the  Women  of  the  Church,  and  the 
Youth  of  the  Church.  These  committees  are  assigned  areas  of  responsibility,  namely: 
Worship,  Service,  Commitment,  Witness,  and  Strengthening  of  the  Church.  Recommen- 
dations from  these  committees  require  the  approval  of  the  Session.  The  spiritual  care 
of  members  is  implemented  through  the  Undershepherd  Plan,  which  assigns  a  group  of 
families  to  each  member  of  the  Session. 

Deacons  are  elected  by  the  Congregation  and  are  ordained  to  office  by  the  Session. 
They  are  organized  into  a  board,  which  is  responsible  to  the  Session.  In  accordance  with 
the  New  Testament  tradition,  this  office  is  regarded  as  one  of  sympathy  and  service.  It  is 
the  duty  of  deacons  to  minister  to  human  needs,  to  cultivate  the  grace  of  liberality,  to 
administer  the  financial  affairs  of  the  church,  and  to  care  for  the  church  property. 

The  members  of  the  Session  and  Board  of  Deacons  of  Peace  Church  are  elected 
to  limited  terms  of  service.  Officers  are  not  eligible  for  reelection  until  one  year  following 
the  expiration  of  their  term  of  service. 

Since  the  Presbyterian  form  of  government  is  representative,  most  powers  are 
entrusted  to  the  various  courts,  but  the  Congregation  does  exercise  significant  respon- 
sibilities in  calling  the  pastor,  approving  the  financial  terms  of  his  call,  and  in  electing 
their  officers.  The  concurrence  and  support  of  the  Congregation  is  normally  sought  in 
approving  the  annual  budget,  and  taking  other  actions  affecting  the  property  of  the 
church. 


THE  WORSHIP  OF  THE  CHURCH 


The  doctrine  of  God's  sovereignty  has  particular  significance  in  the  worship  of 
Presbyterian  churches.  It  is  God  who  assumes  the  initiative  in  the  experience  of  worship. 
It  is  God  who  speaks,  and  it  is  God  who  calls  forth  the  response  of  his  people.  In  worship 
God  addresses  his  people  through  the  reading  and  proclamation  of  the  Word  and  the  cele- 
bration of  the  Sacraments.  The  Holy  Spirit  urges  our  grateful  and  reverent  response 
through  prayer,  the  singing  of  hymns,  the  affirmation  of  our  faith,  the  offering  of  our  gifts, 
and  the  commitment  of  our  lives.  Christian  worship  has  the  character  of  a  conversation  or 
dialogue  with  God  through  the  Spirit.  In  this  dialogue  all  people  are  involved  and  not 
simply  the  minister  and  the  choir.  Worship  is  a  corporate  experience,  and  therefore,  the 
people  of  God  are  encouraged  to  participate  actively  in  the  service  of  worship  through 
the  use  of  common  prayers,  hymns,  scripture  readings,  and  creeds. 

The  service  of  worship  in  Presbyterian  churches  is  not  governed  by  a  fixed  liturgy, 
but  there  is  an  underlying  structure  or  movement  which  can  be  discerned  in  the  worship 
of  all  Presbyterian  churches.  The  proclamation  of  the  Word  is  always  central,  and  the 
elements  of  praise,  thanksgiving,  the  confession  of  sins,  the  prayers  of  supplication  and 
intercession,  the  affirmation  of  faith,  and  the  commitment  of  one's  life  through  the  sym- 
bolic offering  of  gifts,  are  all  given  an  appropriate  place  in  the  ordering  of  the  service 
of  worship. 

Considerable  emphasis  is  given  to  the  importance  of  understanding  and  edification 
in  the  experience  of  worship.  Worship  is  regarded  as  a  preparation  for  the  service  of  God 
in  all  areas  of  life,  a  means  for  growing  in  one's  understanding  of  the  promises  of  the 
Gospel  and  the  demands  of  Christian  discipleship. 

The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  is  traditionally  observed  from  four  to  six  times 
a  year  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  typically  on  the  first  Sunday  of  each  quarter,  with 
special  communions  during  Holy  Week  and  the  Christmas  season.  The  elements  are 
normally  distributed  by  the  ruling  elders  to  the  people  as  they  remain  seated  in  their 
pews.  This  procedure  has  considerable  meaning  for  Presbyterians  since  it  gives  expression 
to  the  priesthood  of  all  believers  and  the  experience  of  sharing  and  mutual  ministry  in 
the  communion  of  saints.  There  is  also  a  precedent  in  the  Reformed  Tradition  for  com- 
municants to  come  forward  and  receive  the  elements  as  they  stand  around  the  Lord's 
Table.  Peace  Church  celebrates  communion  in  this  fashion  during  Holy  Week  and  the 
Christmas  season. 

Weddings  and  funerals  are  regarded  as  services  of  worship  in  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  the  presence  of  God  and  his  divine  Word  are  appropriately  acknowledged  in  the  or- 
dering of  these  services. 

The  singing  of  hymns  and  the  use  of  other  musical  forms  are  regarded  as  a  signifi- 
cant means  for  rendering  praise  to  God  and  involving  the  congregation  in  the  experience 
of  corporate  worship.  Choral  training  is  provided  for  all  age  groups  in  the  church,  and 
appropriate  opportunities  are  provided  for  these  choirs  to  participate  in  the  services 
of  worship. 


THE  EDUCATIONAL  MINISTRY  OF  THE  CHURCH 


Through  its  educational  ministry  the  church  enables  its  members  to  grow  in  their 
understanding  of  God's  revelation  of  himself,  and  to  respond  in  faith  to  this  revelation 
in  ways  that  will  help  them  to  fulfill  their  calling  as  his  people.  The  church  carries  out 
its  educational  work  through  all  of  its  activities,  and  particularly  through  those  programs 
which  provide  for  a  regular  and  systematic  study  of  the  Scriptures  and  the  exploration  of 
curriculum  materials. 

Christian  nurture  begins  and  continues  in  the  home,  where  the  child  assimilates 
the  habits,  values,  attitudes,  moral  code,  and  religious  sensitivity  of  his  parents.  Parents 
are  expected  to  participate  in  the  educational  program  of  the  church  along  with  their 
children,  in  order  that  they  may  be  better  prepared  to  assume  this  important  task. 

The  Church  School  is  the  primary  setting  for  implementing  the  educational  ministry 
of  the  church.  Classes  for  all  age  groups  are  held  each  Sunday  morning  at  9:45  o'clock. 
Other  educational  experiences  are  available  through  the  programs  of  the  Men  of  the 
Church,  the  Women  of  the  Church,  and  the  Youth  of  the  Church.  Special  studies  on  a 
variety  of  subjects  are  held  for  adults  on  Wednesday  evenings,  and  other  presentations 
are  made  at  family  night  suppers,  which  are  held  bimonthly.  Through  the  Career  and 
Personal  Counseling  Service  young  people  are  enabled  to  explore  vocational  alternatives 
and  to  consult  with  professional  counselors  at  a  guidance  center  operated  by  the  Synod 
of  North  Carolina.  Church  camps  are  available  to  our  children  and  youth  during  the 
summer,  and  conferences  of  all  age  groups  are  held  at  Montreat,  North  Carolina,  the 
conference  center  for  the  denomination.  A  Vacation  Church  School  is  held  for  one  week 
each  summer,  providing  special  studies  for  all  age  groups  in  the  church. 

Each  year  a  membership  class  is  held  for  those  young  people  who  are  ready  to  be- 
come communing  members  of  the  church.  Members  of  this  class  are  received  by  the 
Session  upon  completion  of  their  studies,  and  normally  make  their  profession  of  faith 
before  the  congregation  on  Palm  Sunday. 

A  church  library  is  maintained  for  the  use  of  our  members,  and  contains  an  excel- 
lent collection  of  volumes  on  the  Bible,  theology,  church  history,  worship,  family  life,  and 
Christian  ethics.  Publications  provided  for  our  members  include  THESE  DAYS,  a  daily 
devotional  guide,  PEACE  NEWS,  a  monthly  newsletter,  THE  FAYETTEVILLE  PRESBYTERIAN, 
THE  PRESBYTERIAN  NEWS,  and  PRESBYTERIAN  SURVEY,  the  official  publications  of 
the  Presbytery,  Synod,  and  General  Assembly. 


THE  MISSION  OF  WITNESS  AND  SERVICE 


The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  U.S.  has  defined  the  mission  of 
the  church  in  the  following  way: 

"The  Christian  Church  and  Christian  individuals  have  one  major  task  in  the  world: 
to  bear  witness  to  all  men  in  word  and  act  to  the  judgment,  grace  and  command  of  God 
as  he  is  known  in  the  scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments.  That  is,  the  Christian 
community  as  a  whole  and  its  individual  members  are  called  first  of  all  and  primarily  to 
the  task  of  evangelism  and  missions.  But  this  commission  inevitably  and  inescapably  means 
that  the  church  and  individual  Christians  will  be  concerned  with  the  political,  social, 
economic,  and  cultural  life  of  the  world.  The  God  to  whom  we  bear  witness  is  a  God  who 
is  interested  and  actively  involved  in  men's  social,  political,  economic  and  cultural  life 
as  well  as  in  their  religious  life;  in  the  physical  and  material  as  well  as  in  the  spiritual; 
in  "earth  ...  as  in  heaven."  Moreover,  if  the  Great  Commission  is  not  simply  an  unfortun- 
ate necessity  but  a  great  privilege,  then  our  responsibility  to  bear  witness  in  word  and 
action  to  this  God  in  a  social  context  is  not  a  task  we  grudgingly  and  unwillingly  must 
accept,  but  one  we  are  privileged  to  accept,  thankfully  and  joyfully." 

Peace  Church  undertakes  its  mission  with  the  conviction  that  we  are  called  to  pro- 
claim the  whole  gospel  to  the  whole  person,  and  that  this  proclamation  involves  a  com- 
prehensive program  of  preaching,  teaching,  ministry  to  human  needs,  and  a  vital  and 
active  concern  for  the  total  life  of  the  community.  Peace  Church  is  engaged  in  a  variety 
of  ministries  which  give  concrete  expression  to  this  conviction.  A  ministry  is  provided 
for  a  local  nursing  home,  which  includes  opportunities  for  worship  and  spiritual  nurture. 
For  several  years  now  Peace  Church  has  operated  a  weekday  preschool  program.  A  scout 
program  for  boys  and  girls  is  sponsored  by  the  church.  The  Shepherd's  Arm  Fund  is  main- 
tained to  provide  assistance  to  individuals  and  families  in  crisis  situations. 

Through  the  church  budget  a  variety  of  ministries  are  supported  on  the  Presbytery, 
Synod,  and  General  Assembly  levels.  These  include  the  Emergency  Youth  Home  of  Fayette- 
ville,  a  retirement  home  at  High  Point,  a  children's  home  and  family  service  agency  at 
Barium  Springs,  campus  ministries  throughout  the  state,  radio  and  television  ministries, 
and  a  ministry  at  the  Butner  complex  of  state  institutions. 

Among  those  educational  institutions  receiving  support  are  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  Virginia,  The  Presbyterian  School  of  Christian  Education,  Davidson  College, 
Queens  College,  St.  Andrews  Presbyterian  College,  Peace  College,  Montreat-Anderson 
College,  and  Lees-McRae  College. 

Peace  Church  also  sponsors  and  gives  direct  support  to  a  husband  and  wife  team 
engaged  in  overseas  missionary  work.  A  substantial  portion  of  our  benevolent  gifts  are 
contributed  to  international  missions  and  world  hunger  relief. 


HOW  DOES  ONE  BECOME  A  MEMBER  OF  PEACE  CHURCH? 


Peace  Church  gladly  welcomes  all  those  who  would  like  to  become  members  of  our 
church  family.  The  pastor  will  be  glad  to  discuss  the  privileges  and  responsibilities  of 
church  membership  with  those  who  may  be  interested  in  joining  our  congregation.  Pros- 
pective members  are  encouraged  to  notify  the  pastor  of  their  interest  following  the  worship 
service  on  Sunday  morning  or  anytime  during  the  week.  Those  seeking  membership  in  our 
congregation  are  required  to  meet  with  the  Session  prior  to  the  worship  service,  and  after 
being  received  by  the  Session  are  introduced  to  the  congregation  during  the  morning 
service.  Members  are  received  in  one  of  the  following  ways: 

1.  By  profession  of  faith.  Those  who  have  not  been  baptized  receive  the  Sacrament 
of  Baptism  on  this  occasion.  Those  who  were  baptized  during  infancy  are  admitted 
to  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  and  thereby  become  communing  members. 

2  By  certificate  of  membership  and  dismission  from  another  congregation.  The  pastor 
will  be  happy  to  request  this  certificate  from  the  church  of  which  one  is  a  member. 

3.  By  restatement  of  faith.  When  a  church  member  is  unable  to  obtain  a  certificate 
of  dismission,  he  may  be  received  upon  presentation  of  other  satisfactory  testi- 
monials that  he  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  another  church,  or  upon  his 
reaffirmation  of  his  original  covenant  obligations. 


THE  PROFESSION  OF  FAITH 

1.  Do  you  acknowledge  yourself  to  be  a  sinner  in  the  sight  of  God,  just  deserving  his 
displeasure,  and  without  hope  save  in  his  sovereign  mercy? 

2.  Do  you  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the  Son  of  God  and  Savior  of  sinners, 
and  do  you  receive  and  depend  upon  him  alone  for  salvation  as  he  is  offered  in 
the  Gospel? 

3.  Do  you  now  resolve  and  promise,  in  humble  reliance  upon  the  grace  oj  the  Holy 
Spirit,  that  you  will  endeavor  to  live  as  becomes  the  followers  of  Christ? 

4.  Do  you  promise  to  serve  Christ  in  his  Church  by  supporting  and  participating  in 
its  worship  and  work  to  the  best  of  your  ability? 

5.  Do  you  submit  yourself  to  the  government  and  discipline  of  the  Church,  and  promise 
to  further  its  purity  and  peace? 

Compiled  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  K.  Spence,  Jr. 
Pastor,  Peace  Presbyterian  Church 
January,  1976 


